2H FROM A – Z

ADDRESS BOOKS

Throughout the year we will be working on writing friendly letters. The students will be keeping address books at school so that they can write to family members and friends. I ask that you send in some addresses of people (grandparents, cousins, aunts, uncles, etc.) that you approve your child to write to during the year. Please write these addresses on index cards and send in as you see fit. 

ASSIGNMENT PADS

Please check your child’s assignment pad each and every night. Please sign or initial the assignment pad every night so that I know you have looked at it. Your child will get a stick for every morning that there is a signature.

BIRTHDAYS

Your child may celebrate their birthday in the classroom if they would like. Summer birthdays can celebrate in September, June, or on a half birthday. Please send in the birthday treat with your child or drop it off in the main office in the morning and the office will let me know it is there. Please note we ARE 100%PEANUT FREE. Treats should not contain any peanut products at all.
BOOK IT

Our class will be participating in the Book It reading program sponsored by Pizza Hut. A month to month calendar will be sent home to record your reading progress. Please note the reading times change each month. Have your child record the number of minutes he/she reads at home each night in the appropriate space on the calendar. At the end of the month, your child returns the signed calendar to school. Please keep in mind this program is not mandatory. The purpose for the program is to provide some incentive for your child to read. If you and your child decide to participate in the program, and your child has met the reading goal for the month, he/she will receive a certificate which is good for a free personal pizza from Pizza Hut. This program runs October to March. I encourage you to take advantage and to encourage your child to meet the reading goals set for each month. (please feel free to let your child color the calendar). The minutes used for this program may also be used for DIRT and other reading programs throughout the year.

CALENDAR OF HOME ACTIVITIES

Provided on my web site is a month by month calendar of home activities for you and your child to do together at home. The calendar is designed with a suggested activity for each day of the month including weekends. While there is a planned activity for each day, your child IS NOT required to do these activities. The calendar is simply a suggestion of activities that you can do at home with your child to help enrich your child’s education. The activities vary in many ways. It is up to you and your child to decide which, if any, you would like to participate in. I understand that some of the activities may not be possible for you to complete. If you can’t participate in a day’s event, please simply disregard that day. Feel free to switch days around to accommodate your busy schedule or to combine activities into one day to maximize your time. If you and your child decide that you would like to participate in some or all of the activities that is great. For each day that you complete a task, I ask that you simply jot down a small note letting me know what activity you completed and how it went. This will help to give me an idea as to which ones are successful and which ones I should change. This will also allow me to give appropriate extra credit for your child. You can do this on a daily basis or you can hand it in at the end of the month. Again, this is not a required project, but I think you will find it to be fun and rewarding.

CLASS PARENTS
Class parents are needed and very much appreciated. If you would like to be a class parent, please fill out the form provided by the PTO. 

DIRT

DIRT (Daily Independent Reading Time) is a weekly reading assignment. DIRT forms will be given out every Monday (or the first day of the school week). Students are asked to read everyday and log their reading time on these DIRT sheets. There are asked to read a total of 50 minutes a week (of course you can read more).

DIRT sheets need to be filled out and signed by a parent and they will be collected on the following Monday.

DIRT sheets can also be found on our class website (in case the sheet is lost you can easily print one from here)
The reading that you do for DIRT can also count for the book it program.
E-MAIL

I can best be reached by e-mail, I check my e-mail several times a day. My e-mail address is sholzinger@longhill.org
EXTRA CREDIT ACTIVITIES

There are many independent activities that your child can do in class when they have finished their work early. These activities include reading workshops, writing workshops, skill builders, accelerated readers, letter writing, and poetry writing. All of these activities will earn them extra credit.

If you are looking for extra work at home, please try the calendar of home activities, book it, or you can try some of the web sites listed on the class web page.

FIFTY STATES SONG

We will be learning the 50 states and capitals song (by the annimaniacs). If you would like a copy of the lyrics they can be found on my website or you may request a copy from me. Enjoy!

Friday Folders

Each week, your child will be bringing home a Friday Folder.  It will contain work done that week (or previous weeks). There will also be a Friday folder sheet inside. On this sheet your child has written a self evaluation for the week. I may also write a note here if needed.  Please empty out the folder over the weekend. Please sign and return the Friday folder sheet along with the Friday folder. You may also write any comments if needed. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask.

HIGHLIGHTS

Throughout the year I will be sending home some highlights order forms. I ask that you fill them out and return them to me even if the answer is no or if you already get it. The classroom is able to receive free gifts (stickers, games, math manipulatives, etc.) when they are turned in regardless of a yes or no answer. The more replies I mail in the more prizes we are allowed to order for our classroom. All the prizes are classroom based and will be used by your child during the year, since school supply budgets were cut this is a great way to get back some of the supplies we had to cut.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be given every day (besides Fridays) and will consist of spelling, math, and DIRT. On occasion there will be a special project or assignment. An explanation of each individualized homework assignment is below. Homework is NOT meant to be “challenging” and should take a maximum of 30 minutes. If you are looking for a challenge, please see extra credit activities.
HOMEWORK CARDS

Every time your child does 100% of their homework for the night, they will receive a sticker for their homework card. The stickers can later be traded in for various prizes. If homework is not done (or part of it is not done) no sticker will be awarded for that day. If a child is absent, they will have time to make up the homework that was missed so they can still earn their sticker.

HOMEWORK PASS

There are a few ways that your child can earn a homework pass. The homework pass can be saved and used at any time for one single assignment (if there is spelling homework and math homework in one night and one homework pass is used, your child may choose which assignment they would like to skip. To skip both assignments for the night they would need two cash in two homework passes). Homework passes CAN NOT be used on special projects or reports.
JOURNALS

Your child will be writing a journal response each and every morning. These journals will go home at the end of every week. I do not correct spelling or punctuation on these daily journals (as we are trying to encourage the free flow of thoughts and ideas. Spelling and grammar will be addressed on other areas of writing). You will notice that I do try and respond to each journal response with a personal note.
LAF FOR MATH

LAF (Learn A Fact) for math is a math program that your child will be participating in this year. It is a fun and exciting program designed to encourage students to study their math facts. I wanted to briefly outline how the program works so that you are aware of the program when you see the LAF tests come home (we will go over it in more detail at back to school night).

Below is a brief outline of the program and the steps.

· This is treated as a fun program. We keep it very light and fluffy so that no is thinks of it as a stressful “test” situation

· In order to “pass out” of a step you must complete all 100 problems in the time limit without making any mistakes (this will most likely take lots and lots of tries)

· When entering a “new step”, your child may get quite a few wrong (sometimes even 70 or more wrong) this is ok as they will improve each time they take it.

· All students will be able to work at their own pace. There will be lots of people on different steps.

· I can guarantee that all students WILL finish the program ( and WILL receive all prizes (no one will be left out)

· Accommodations can and will certainly be made if need be.

STEP 1 – 100 ADDITION PROBLEMS IN 10 MINUTES – CERTIFICATE

STEP 2 – 100 SUBTRACTION PROBLEMS IN 10 MINUTES – RIBBON

STEP 3 – 100 MIXED (ADD AND SUB) PROBLEMS IN 10 MINUTES – MEDAL

STEP 4 – 100 MIXED (ADD AND SUB) PROBLEMS IN 8 MINUTES – PICTURE

STEP 5 – 100 MIXED (ADD AND SUB) PROBLEMS IN 7 MINUTES – PICTURE FRAME

STEP 6 - 100 MIXED (ADD AND SUB) PROBLEMS IN 5 MINUTES – SPECIAL PRIZE (usually an ice cream party or similar)
MATH HOMEOWRK

There will be a math homework sheet each day of the week (except Fridays). You should be able to find this page in your child’s homework folder.

MISSED HOMEWORK

If your child forgets to hand in their homework they will be asked to complete it for the next night in addition to that night’s homework. A “missing homework” sheet will be sent home. This form should be signed and returned. If homework is missed due to a sickness, religious observance, or emergency it can be made up at your leisure.

PARTIES

WE have 4 class parties throughout the year. We will have a Halloween party, Winter Holiday party, Valentine’s Day party, and an end of the year picnic. These parties are run by our class parents. Please contact them with any questions regarding the parties. Remember, all snack need to be peanut free.
PHONE CALLS

I can be reached by phone at 908-647-2313 x 2023 or by calling the main office. I will check my voicemail once a day. E-mail is the best way to reach me.

PROJECTS

Throughout the year we may have a few special projects. These projects will be announced as they come up.

SCHOLASTIC BOOKS

Online Ordering Information
Web address: scholastic.com/bookclubs
Class Activation Code: GW2XY

Now it’s easier than ever to find the perfect books for your child—shop our NEW online Book Clubs Web site. Choose from a much-wider selection of books than in the printed flyer. Plus, you can send your orders directly to me online and use your credit card to pay.

Best of all, we earn a FREE book for the classroom library every time a parent places an order online.

It’s so simple! Here’s how it works: 

· SIGN UP at www.scholastic.com/bookclubs. On the parent page, register by clicking click the “Don’t have a user name or password?” link. When prompted, enter the one-time Class Activation Code shown above. This unique code ensures that your order is sent to me. 

· SELECT the books you’d like to order—choose from thousands of titles—many more than in our monthly flyers. 

· SEND your order to me online by the due date and your child’s books will be delivered directly to my classroom. 

Ordering online is fast, easy, and secure.

Of course, you can still order using the form from the printed flyer. But why not see for yourself how convenient it is to order online?

SNACK

We have a snack time every day. Please be sure to send in peanut free snacks for your child to enjoy. Water is the only beverage allowed in the classroom for snack time (as per the administration).

SPELLING HOMEWORK

Spelling homework is to be done every day Monday through Thursday. There is no required spelling homework on the weekends. Spelling tests are given on the 5th day of the weekly unit (this will not always be on a Friday. I will announce what day of the week the spelling test will be on when I give out the weekly spelling list)

On the first day of the weekly unit (not always a Monday) your child will receive a “backpack page”. This page will have the weekly spelling words. The words will be broken into two parts: memory words and pattern words.

The “backpack page” has a list of suggested activities you can do as a family to prepare for the test. These are optional suggestions.  
The spelling homework (to be done during weekdays only) will be in the form of a spelling menu, where students can pick the activity that they want to complete. Please do not repeat an activity more than once a week.

There are 28 different spelling activities that you may choose from to do the homework. Once you have picked an assignment for that night, I will ask that you fill out the spelling sheet and sign. This spelling sheet gets handed in every day (I will check it and return it to you each night)
If there is work that can be handed in (3x each, spelling sentences, etc) then you may hand that work in along with the spelling sheet form.

If you picked an activity such as cheer your words or dirty words where nothing can be handed in, then only the spelling sheet needs to come to school.
I have attached a sample of the form so that there is no confusion.

This form can also be found on our website should you misplace it.
SPELLING TEST

A Spelling test will be given at the end of a 5 day unit (this does not always fall on a Friday). The spelling test will consist of 20 words total. The students will be tested on ALL the memory words (usually about 10-12 words) and SOME of the pattern words (around 8-10 depending on how many memory words there are that week).

The students will not know exactly which pattern words will be on the test.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Each week a student is chosen as student of the week. This person is chosen randomly by selecting a name out of a hat. That person will receive a poster to fill out. They may also bring in pictures that they wish to show the class (pictures will be returned to you in the same way I received them). The poster and pictures will hang in the student of the week spot all week. On Friday they will go over their poster and pictures with the class. They can also bring in a show and tell on Friday. Then a new student of the week will then be picked.

WEB SITE
Please visit the class web site at: www.longhill.org
click on Millington school, 2nd grade, Mrs. Holzinger

YOUR TRASH IS OUR TREASURE

Throughout the year we do a lot of craft projects and hands on learning. If you have old supplies in your house that you no longer need (please do not go out and buy these items) we would love to put them to good use.

Some supplies that we always can use are (but are not limited to):

· your spare scissors

· old magazines 

· yarn

· scrap materials

· glitter – all colors are welcomed

· any craft supplies

· paper products (plated, napkins, etc.)

· old birthday cards, Christmas cards, etc. (I use the covers of these for various projects)

· old games (for indoor recess)

· anything else you think we could use

